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NEXT GENERAL MEETING

TUESDAY 19TH NOV 2024

At our building, Wacol Barracks      
907 – 971 Boundary Rd, Wacol 

COMMENCING AT 6.30 PM sharp

Please note the entrance to the 
Barracks location on Nashos Place.     

REVEILLE
RSL FOREST LAKE  & DISTRICTS SUB BRANCH Inc         RSL FOREST LAKE  & DISTRICTS SUB BRANCH Inc         
P.O. Box 4173 Forest Lake QLD 4078 P.O. Box 4173 Forest Lake QLD 4078 

IF YOU REQUIRE A LIFT OR TO BE 
COLLECTED BY THE RSL BUS, 

Contact Greg Amey on 0416 255 349

Above. An American soldier in Europe 
finishing off his pumpkin head decoration for 
Halloween 1944

mailto:aussie.digger@bigpond.com


  

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S and SECRETARY’S 
DESK – OCTOBER 2024 

Hello one and all,

Time is sure flying. Only 72 days left till Xmas according to Dr Google (as at 14 October). How scary is that!!!..How 
many members went along to the SED Family Fun Day at Toowong. Have you got any pics of the day. If you do, please 
send through. 

Coffee Club –at the Clubhouse from 10am – 12noon
Next date  - 28th October

Assistance Dog Training – Thursday’s from 4:00pm-6:00pm. Meet at The Coffee Club, Springfield Shopping Centre. 

Monthly BBQ – Considering the October BBQ was on the long weekend, it was a great roll up. 34 enjoyed the great food 
prepared by our team and lots of laughs were had. The next BBQ is on November 2nd.

Badge Selling at Richlands and Forest Lake Shopping Centre starts on November 1st, finishing up on November 10th. If 
you are on the rosters, THANKYOU! Hopefully our campaign is as successful as it has been in the past. Please be aware 
of the new pricing on all the merchandise. 

Upcoming Events – REMINDERS

15th October -GENERAL MEETING –start time 6:30pm. Our Guest Speaker is Mr Rob Skoda, CEO of RSL Qld.

2nd November – Monthly BBQ at the clubhouse

1st – 10th November - BADGE SELLING

November 11th – Remembrance Day. Service starts at 10:40am, then afterwards all are invited back to the Clubhouse for 
BBQ lunch. Please send your RSVP’s to the Secretary@forestlake.rslqld.net.au (so we have enough food for all)

XMAS Dinner – Saturday 7th December from 5pm. Mark your calendars…
 

Best regards Steve & Sharron

It is with deepest sadness we advise the passing of
Allan Prowse last week.

He was a long time member of the Sub Branch

Please advise the Secretary advise the family
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BIRTHDAY'S
TRACY GOODWIN JASON GILES MELANIE PULLEN 

GEORGE CHURCHWARD (101) RON MORTENSEN  GREG JONES

NORMAN DEAN ROBERT BARTLET PETER CASTLEY

GEOFF DUNNING BRIAN ROCHE   ROBERT BOOGERS

MARGARET GUNNER NICOLE SEDEN CHRISTINE WHELAN

CHRISTOPHER GRAY SIMON MORTON MICHAEL HANSON  

Julie and Dan Baldwin 
having lunch this week 
with this legend. George 
looking fabulous for 101 
on October 31st
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Peter Butterworth, Carry On film star, was a 

prisoner of war during WW2
His onscreen persona was that of a bumbling buffoon on the verge of a nervous 
breakdown as chaos reigned around him.

As one of the core actors in the Carry On film franchise, Peter Butterworth was 
one of UK cinema’s most recognisable faces of the 1960s and 70s.

He appeared in 16 of them – more than the likes of Hattie Jaques, Bernard 
Bresslaw and Barbara Windsor – making him the sixth most prolific of all the 
Carry On team.

Among his roles was the dim-witted Detective Constable Slowbotham opposite 
Harry H Corbett in Carry On Screaming, Brother Belcher, the missionary with 
questionable morals in Carry On Up The Khyber, and frantic hotel manager Pepe 
in Carry On Abroad.

But behind the laughter was a deeply private family man, with an extraordinary 
backstory as a prisoner of war which he rarely spoke about in public.

Butterworth’s untold story has been presented by his son, Tyler, who is learning new stories and exploits of his Fathers' 
wartime service with MI9. Tyler says he was largely unaware of his father’s wartime service during his lifetime. Even when 
fellow camp survivors took part in his This Is Your Life programme, all the then 15-year-old Tyler remembers is “lots of old 
men coming on”.

“There’s a whole phenomenal backstory to dad which I didn’t discover until fairly recently,” he says. “It’s a complete 
contrast to the guy we all know in the Carry Ons.

“The cover story was he got shot down at the beginning of the war and spent the whole time as a POW. But he never 
talked about and I never asked him – it didn’t feel right.” But in reality documents only recently declassified tell a story of 
him being an agent in Britiain's MI9 which he volunteered to go in and be taken as a POW but with the assistance of many 
agents he and others would report on life within the camps back to his Headquarters in the UK.

It turns out that Butterworth, who served in the Fleet Air Arm, was one of the first people to stage a tunnel escape during 
the Second World War, achieving three days of freedom before being spotted and captured by a member of the Hitler 
Youth. “He always joked he’d never work with kids after that,” says Tyler.

He spent much of the war in Stalag Luft III, which became famous as the venue for a breakout which formed the basis of 
the film The Great Escape.

Butterworth also played a part in an escape fictionalised in the book The Wooden Horse. Ironically, he was later turned 
down for a role in the film version because producers felt he did not look convincing enough as a POW.

The seeds of his acting career were sewn in Stalag Luft III. It was there he met Talbot ‘Tolly’ Rothwell, who went on to 
write many of the Carry On film scripts. Butterworth helped establish a camp theatre and he and Rothwell would perform 
shows for the other prisoners.

Below photographed in his study & with his wife Scottish actress Janet Brown 
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We would like to firstly thank you and all of your members for supporting 
us over the past few years.

We have been the owners of Columboola Country for near 18 years.

It was only toward the end of 2019 that we asked for help in promoting 
Columboola Country toward the Veteran community.

It is with great pleasure to advise you that, with your help, Columboola 
Country has been very well received by veterans as well as RSL sub 

branchs and fellow nomads and full time travelers.

Whilst we were financially interupted with COVID during the couple of 
years with lock downs and restrictions, Columboola Country hosted many, 

very supportive Veterans. (some of which are still here, 2 years later)

I would like to ask you and your branch, if you wouldn’t mind? to please 
help us remind those who didnt get out much over the past couple of 

years, by printing out or emailing the promotional material?

We would again, like to thank you all for your support.
Colin & Venessa Jackson    Owners/ Operators

Columboola Country Veterans Retreat
1381 Ryalls Rd Miles, Qld, 4415

07 4665 8293    www.columboolacountry.com.au

PURE Honey for sale

Pure local Australian made

Try Nerridas pure, natural and local honey.

Now $8 a jar  Available from the clubhouse or call nerrida on 

0423 626 678 for pickup in Inala

Every batch is a little different due to different plants flowering at different times.

Nerrida also makes other all natural bee products like creams, bite soother and topical propolis oil (known for its skin 
healing properties)

FREE HOME BREW KIT COMPLETE WITH 2 BOXES OF BOTTLES

Call her for a chat or see her at coffee with mates.

 
(if you are interested or want to pick up at meetings, please let the Secretary of the Sub Branch know)
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D-Day Deadline for next issue 
submissions
NLT Friday 

8th NOV 2024
aussie.digger@bigpond.com

Submissions by PDF files 
cannot be amended

Great prices on storage units & cartons, 
tape, padlocks, bubblewrap etc

Second month free for selected storage 
units

Plus instore more great deals
(please mention my name for specials)

6

COFFEE WITH MATES
28TH OCT & 25TH NOV 

10am
BBQ DAY 2ND NOV

Come along for some great 
laughs & say hi to other fellow 

Sub Branch members. Location 
at the RSL Building Wacol

mailto:aussie.digger@bigpond.com


  

GEOFF DUNNING (Sub Branch Member)

MEDALS & MEDAL MOUNTING SERVICES

0430 135 003    redearth7071@hotmail.com
...............................................................................................................................................................................................

Need any replacement insignia or gifts for Loved ones? Berets, Badges, lapel pins, 
citations (ICB/ACB) etc Teddy's, T-Shirts & Caps – Get in before ANZAC Day!

Contact Greg Amey on 0416 255 349 or aussie.digger@bigpond.com

New website now live, link here  www.aussiediggermilitaria.com

   MILITARY EQUIPMENT TOO !

WOOL BERETS
Black, Navy, 
Cherry Red, 

Scarlet Red, Rifle 
Green, Green

From $19.99

RSL members 
receive a discount 
when you mention 

this add

mailto:redearth7071@hotmail.com
http://www.aussiediggermilitaria.com/
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